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Only one of the factors mentioned 
above really resulted in the saving of 
any considerable amount of timber to 
the American public. The "Forest 
Reserve Act" was passed at a time 
when there was yet great quantities of 
excellent virgin timber standing on 
the public domain. The creation of 
the numerous forest reserves during 
the early years of the law was a great 
achievement. In later years, the areas 
reserved were less valuable from a 
commercial viewpoint because of the 
fact that much of the most accessible 
timber had previously passed into 
private hands. The obnoxious land 
laws under which great areas of 
timber lands passed from federal 
ownership, were repealed, amended 
or modified at dates so late that it 
made practically no difference in 
actual results, since the available, 
commercially valuable public timber · 
had almost entirely been entered by 
private parties previous to the 
operation of the new or modified 
laws. This is amply evidenced by the 
fact that for a long time the forests on 
the public domain have comprised 
less than 2% of the total stand of 
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government owned timber. 
The public is realizing more and 
more that forest conditions in 
America are not what they formerly 
were. In the early days vast forests 
occupied valuable agricultural land. 
The timber on these areas has long 
since been removed, and where trees 
once stood are now great fields of 
ripening grain. The forest frontier has 
been pushed back and back, until 
timber occupies areas largely unsuited 
to agriculture. The enlightened 
American public is beginning to 
realize the utter foolishness of forest 
destruction on lands which cannot be 
put to a higher use than the growing 
of trees. Opinion has so far 
crystallized, that legislation has been 
proposed in congress, having for its 
primary object the prevention of 
forest devastation on all land chiefly 
valuable for the production of timber 
crops. The enactment of such 
legislation will be a fitting climax to a 
hard fought battle to preserve and 
extend our remaining timber lands to 
the end, that the people of America 
shall have a continuous supply of 
wood sufficient at all times to meet 
our national requirements. 
The next time you are alone in the 
hills, arouse an echo by boldly 
shouting, "God." Watch the result! 
You will have an unforgettable 
sensation. 
A forester is a man who helps the 
Creator, the nation and the state; 
unfortunatley on the side of the last 
two named agencies there is no 
reciprocation; and the forester is left 
to the grace of the Almighty, which 
isn't so bad after all. 
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